	[image: image1.jpg]thayshore Prep

/A California Charier School




[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]




	Economics; Week 8

	CA State Standard: 12.3 (Introduction to Federal Government and the Economy) 


This week’s lesson may come as a relief to some students because there is no actual lesson to study.  The majority of your efforts this week will be on completing an Activity/Assignment that we will use as a base of study for the rest of this topic.  We are about to begin the next major area of study within Economics.  So far, we should have a pretty strong grasp of what Economics is and the different terms and ideas that go along with it.  

This week marks the beginning of our entry into the study of the American Economic system, and the role/influence that the US government has on it.  When we say US government, also think “Federal Government.”  We will use the term “Federal Government” on a regular basis. 

When talking about government, we must know or remember that there are 3 major types of government:


1.  Local government.     This includes school boards, city councils, mayors, and county offices.


2.  State government.      This is the governor, state legislature, etc.


3.  Federal government.  This is the president of the United States, Congress, the military, etc.

Each of these types of government exists to help run things that affect the daily life of all Americans.  Whether it is passing laws, running schools, creating budgets, planning parks, filling in holes in the road, or declaring war on another country – government is what gets it done.  
There are some very important and fundamental questions which have been brought up about the government since the United States first became a country after the American Revolution.  Some of these questions are:  what is the job or role of the government, how involved should the government be in our lives and how much money should the government be able to take from the citizens (we call this taxes).  

These questions are all very important because the more the government does – the more money it requires.  And where does any government get its money?  From you and me in the form of taxes.  

Complete the following activities by Monday.  If you do not do this, then you will miss the point of next week’s lesson.
Activity/Assignment:

You will complete the following tasks in a number of different ways.  You may already know the answer, you may have to ask an adult, you may do Internet research, or ask a cashier / look at different receipts.  

1.  What is the sales tax rate in the city you live?  

2.  What is “Income Tax?”  Who do residents of California pay Income Tax to?  (Name 2 types of government).
3.  What is the tax for gasoline?
4.  What are “Property Taxes?”

5.  You need to interview someone who owns a home/condo and ask them about property taxes.  Find out if they like them, how often do they pay them, will they ever go away and what they think their Property Taxes money is spent on.

6. and 7.  Use the charts of the next page to answer #6 and #7.

6.  List 20-30 things that government spends money on (it can be local, state or federal government), and rate each item as “VERY Important,” “Important,” and “Waste of Money.”
	List 20-30 Things Government Spends Money On
	VERY Important, Important or Waste of Money

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


7.  Make a “WISH LIST” of 5-10 things that you either wish the government would spend money on (or more money) and why.

	Wish List for the Government
	Why

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


